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Gentlemen of the Council, ne 2 
` and House of Representatives: , TIE 


. The unqualified and distinct separation of our Executive and Legislative 
Departments is a peculiar feature of the act of Congress organizing the Govern- 
ment of our Territory. I have no disposition to find fault with this original prin- 
ciple of withholding from the Executive, | authority co-ordinate with the law- 
making power, but, on the contrary, I comménd it as most wise and salutary i in a 
system of government so imperfect and unsatisfactory as that to which the peo- 
ple of the Territories have been constrained to submit. This characteristic of our 
fundamental law, it is presumable, has been the cause of the non-observance of 
the custom, usual elsewhere, of an elaborate and digested expression from the 
Executive to the Legislative Department of the Government, at the commence- 
ment of each session, as to the condition and wants of the’ country; at least, 
since I have held the position I now hold, whilst I have been ready, at all times, 
to co-operate with the Legislative Assembly, in every legitimate way; it has 
always influenced mo to an earnest carefulness against any act that might be 
construed into an improper interference of one department with the duties of 
another. However, the courteous action which you have been pleased to take, 
which has been communicated to me through your authorized delegation, would 
seem to invite me to the gratification I now take in exercising the privilege’ of 
thus addressing you, hastily and without the accustomed preparation. 
` The calamitous events which had befallen the Territory, and the serious and 
threatening posture of affairs, which existed at the period of the commencement 
of the last session of the Assembly, had occasioned the profoundest anxiety and 
excited the gloomiest apprehensions. All our energies were employed in repelling 
the attacks of hostile Indians—in a desperate warfare with a treacherous and 
faithless race, who had devastated most flourishing sections of our country— 


carried desolation and sorrow to the homes and spirits of our settlers, in the de- 
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struction of their fortunes, and the wanton butchery of their helpless families. 
‘It is a matter of the sincerest congratulation that the aspect of things has so 

much changed. A niore cheerfnl feeling is assuaging the anguish and suffering 

of the past, and the Territory is gradually recovering from the ruinous effects of 


_a calamity so great. To the courage, gallantry, and indomitable spirit of our 


citizen soldiery, is Oregon chiefly indebtod for that protection and defense which 
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ithe General Government didnot afford. ‘During a winter campaign they endured 
incredible hardships and privations. Poorly clad, and.for weeks subsisting upon 
the flesh of thejr -own ‘horses, unflinchingly and courageously they maintained 
‘their posts—far out in the enemy’s country at the North,.and amid the snow-piled 
mountains in the South—with .a fidelity worthy of the highest encomiums. A 
resolution of thanks, in the name of the 00 is,due them for their merito- 
rious and arduous services. , 

The memory of. those who perished in the: cause of their country,,during the 
war, may be preserved in the pages of its :history, but it would seem. proper, by 
the erection of a monumental column, at the seat of government, or by some 
other appropriate mode, to testify the public appreciation of the services, and to 
perpetuate the memory of the honored dead. They were true to Oregon. 

The inactive and imbecile policy pursued by the officer commanding tho United 
States troops, upon the -Pacific coast, at a very critical juncture, . and : his” morc 
sreprehensible condnet in the vipdictive efforts ضط‎ has made, through tho press, 
: and by his letters. and reports at Washington, to asperse and malign the people of 
“the Territory, may: have had A tendency to prejudice them against the army. 

"This valuable arm of the publie ‘service, which-is designed for the protection 
of the. country’; and to assure ‘the lives and property of those whe deem it a dnty 
to support. it, ‘has always enjoyed. a high reputation . for efficiency and gallantry, 
and I have, mno doubt under the command of other than superannuated officers, will 
continue to maintairits brilliant. character. I have heretofore acknowledged its 

„valuable. aid, before its operations: "were controlled by a commanding officer whose 
-head quarters were in an adjoining State, remote from the theatre of war. 

f Oppressed by the deepest anxiety, on account of the grave accusations, se un 
-warrantably made, against the people of. the Territory, i in which I WAS: aharged- 
with the grossest violation of right, I deemed, it my duty to visit 'the seat of our - 
national government, and confuting those accusations and charges, to know 
wherein wo. did wrong in defending ourselves from Indian aggression . and 
cbarbarity. 

. It ۰ enough for me to Say, that i in ۰ great 7 of the nation I found, no 
accusations that could be sustained, no one of respectability and influence. to. do. 
us injury. "While abroad, I found the name ‘of Oregon, a name commanding 
respect, and receiving. distinguished consideration. The great and worthy of -£he 
land Appreciafe- -and ‘hold in high estimation, the. brave, industrious, and enter, 
prising character of her people. The delegate of the Territory was at-his post- 
faithful and watchful ; and it affords me pleasure to be able to bear personal tes- 
Aimony.of his worth, ability and efficiency. His unflagging zeal, and indefatiga: 
ble industry, procured us Congressional : legislation in reference to the expenses: 
.of the war, when there seemed no hope of such a consummation. That legisla- 
tion gave authority to the.Secretary of Mar to appoint three commissioners to 
adjust those expenses, which duty he has performed. 

These, commissioners have met and organized, and are ready. to proceed. 7 thie 
discharge of, the trust assigned them, so soon as the chiefs of the departments of 
the Territory are prepared to furnish their.reports. ‘The, commission is composed 
of able, upright,. and high-minded gentlemen, and. is entitled to the respect and 

confidence of the ‘hile: community. 
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The Quartermaster, Commissary and, Adjutant Generals, under my orders, 
"have been, and are, assiduously cngaged ‘in making up the complete and final 
. reports of tho entire transactions of theirsrespective departments, to be presented 
to the Commissioners who are to adjust the expenses of the war. I have learned, E 
'unofficially, of tho passage-of résolutions by one House of the Assembly calling E 
-npon the Quartermaster and Commissary Generals for detailed reports of their, 
- operations. “The great press of business that engrosses the unremitting attention 
_of these two important branches of the publie service, will, I am. apprehensive, 
prevent an. early and full compliance with the requirements of those résolutions. 7 
X am sure it would be a.matter of general regret, where so large an interest is. 7 
.coneerned as in the present.case—that of.the whole Territory—should the final 
reports of these.departments be delayed in reaching the speediest action of the 
„Commission, upon. ۰ adjudication the.accounts of the numerous claimants 
will ultimately be paid. 2 c 
These officers are controlled by my orders, acting under my: own immediate di 
rection and observation, in behalf of the Territory, for. the United States, and 1 
while I gm aware that efforts have been made, to prejudice them in publie estima- S 
tion, I hesitate nat to say, that I believe them capable, honest and faithful, and I D 
«cannot withhold fromr4heni my confidence. I beg to assure you that I shall cause 
all thé important infermation to be derived from these reports, when prepared; 
which it is presumed willbe about the th of next month; to be laid before you 
‘While in the City o£: New York, I expended five hundred. dollars in the pur- E 
chase of books for. the Territorial Library, being the amount of an appropriation ۲ 
made by [the- Iast; Congress for; such. purpose. As soon. as the books shall:have j 
been received, (and they«we expected by every steamer) EF will cause them to be | 
placed-in the possession of the Territorial Librarian, with a catalogue and other | 
papers pertaining to the purchase.. i 
The “ Commissioners for. the construction of a Penitentiary,” elected. at ‘the i 
last session of the Assembly, failed. to qualify, with one exception. The vacan- i 


cies; were filled by appointment, and I am happy to say that the Commissioners 1 
.have displayed superior ability, and discharged their duties with energy and | 


fidelity. What they have accomplished I make no doubt will. be to your entire 
satisfaction. -As the Board, in accordance with the law, do not: report: to the 
Exetutive, but directly to the Assembly, I respectfully refer you to that document ۱ 
for information, in detail, as to the progress and condition of this public work. 
. I have the honor to transmit, herewith, as the law requires, a statement of. the 
. condition of the fund for the erectien of Capitol Buildings; also, a communica- 
tion from the First Comptroller of the Treasury, in reference to the decision of 
that office in regard to balances due for services performed,and damages claimed 
‘by contractors on that work, and allowed at the session/óf the Assembly of 1854 
.and 5. Seventeen thousand dollars, of the moneys. appropriated by Congress, 
to complete the Capitol Building, remain still in the Treasury of the United — 
States. . ۱ 
I have likewise tho honor to submit herewith, a copy of correspondence with ۲ 
„the Secretary of War in relation to Indian Affairs. 
At the risk of a.violation of propriety, I take the liberty to observe that, im my ۱ 
, Judgment, any legislation whatever, at your present session, with a view to are- 
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location of ‘the seat of government, under the existing circumstances, as the sub- 
ject is regarded by the authorities at Washington, in a light adverse to the appli- 
cation of thefund at any new ‘point, would be injudicious and unproductive of any 
benefits to your constituents. The subject has been one that has, more or less; 
engaged the time and attention of every session of the Assembly. It is one too, ۰ 
upon which there has been a great divérsity of opinion, and which has already 
caused too much unkind and bitter feeling. Iti is a matter, possibly, that can be 
satisfactorily adjusted only by the creation of a State government. In view of 
the probability of a speedy consummation of such a measure, it would appear the 
part of wisdom to defer its further agitation until that event shall have transpired. 

The organization of a State government for Oregon, with the experience 
obtained at Washington, i in reference fo the position and treatment of Territorial 
interests there, I deem a subject of the first consequence. There are $0 many dis- 
advantages and positive grievances entailed by the territorial form of government 
that, in the acquisition of new territory, by the United States, the consideration of 
Congress must inevitably be given to the remodeling and improvement of the 
whole system. The noble principle enunciated in the Kansas-Nebraska act i$ a 
step in the advance, and may be regarded as an evidence of the encouragement 
that is in the future in this respect. The Indian difficulties upon our frontiers 
have, and will, for a time, deter an increase of our population by the ordinary 
means of overland immigration, which has been the usual source of important 
yearly accessions, chiefly to the agricultural class of our inhabitants. ) Hundreds 
of industrious and enterprising people would have started from the States, in the 
ensuing spring, by the’ overland route, to make their homes in Oregon, but for 
the unprotected condition of the route, Military posts at Fort Boise and Fort 
Hall are imperatively required to insure safe and unobstructed travel in the Indi- 
an country, and as links to connect the chain of such establishments on either 8 
of the mountains. 

‘An independent sovereignty will be certain to induce, by the only. other means 
of access, a character of population, differing in interest; but quite as requisite 
to the permanent prosperity of the country. Capital, with her keen vision, would 
seek investments here. Our natural resources, as yet comparatively untouched, 
would be put in process of development. In the train of capital will follow labor. 
There is no section of the whole Union where the attainment of wealth is easier, 
or more certain, or the means of its accumulation more various, than in Oregon. 
Our wants are manifold. In,the Halls of our National Legislature a State de- 
mands and receives, while a Territory beseeches, and is disappointed. 

A State organization, based upon the principles of economy—guarding against 
extravagant expenses, high salaries, and excessive legislation—I am confident 
would be satisfactory, successful and prosperous. It is not for meto advise as to 
the manner in which you shall submit this subject to the people, and yet I would 
suggest the mode that will secure the speediest determination as the hgst. 

The election for President of the United States has just transpired, with more 
excitement than is usually incident to this quadrennial occurrence. For the first 
time in the history of the nation the candidate of a purely sectional party, power- 
ful in numbers, has been sought to be elevated to power. "The consequence of 
this was to have been foreseen. The whole nation was convulsed, and the Union 


T 


threatened with dismemberment in the event of the success of that party. But, 
fortunately for the country, the candidate of the Democratie party has been 
elected. This party, the party of progress, from the triumph of its principles in 
the successful achievement and application of its measures for the publie good, 
has become pre-eminently the party of the Union and the Constitation—the 
preserver of the Republic. toos 

“In conclusion, I assure you that it will afford mc pleasure to ‘co-operate with 
you,as may be desirable, in the advancement of the public good. May “ He who 
ruleth all things well" have you in his holy keeping, bless your deliberations 
with harmony, and make them promotive of the interests and welfare of the 
Territory. rae 


۱ ` GEO. L. CURBY. ` 
TERRITORY OF OREGON, EXECUTIVE OFFICE, ? 2] ہے‎ | 
- Salem, December 10th, 1856. | 
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۱ TREASURY DEPARTMENT, COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE, 
October 18, 1856. 
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His Excellency, GEORGE L. CURRY, 
Governor, Treasurer, &c., Salem, Oregon Territory: 


Sir,—I now proceed respectfully to reply to the joint statement or letter, 
dated at Salem, June ist last, and addressed to this Office by E. M. Barnum and: 
A. W. Ferguson, Esqrs., late Commissioners for the erection of the Territorial 
Capitol buildings, which were destroyed by fire December 30th, 1855, on the sub- 
ject of five several claims growing out of work upon said buildings, as hereinafter 
stated. 

This statement or letter, (report,) you left at this Office, upon your recent visit, 
and you desired, after making explanations in the matter, that the views of the 
Office might be given on the points presented. You also had the kindness to 
leave a letter to you from Mr. Barnum, of June 18th, enclosing said joint report, 
and a letter to you of June 17th, from Mr. W. Chapman, one of the claimants. 
The Council Journal of the session of 1854-'55, transmitted to you by Mr. Bar- 
num, was also left. 

I have examined. the statement of the late Commissioners, carefully, and have 
to remark, it is a paper drawn up with care, and is a plain exposition of the mat 
ters presented. | 

It seems that ; a joint committee of the two Houses of the Territorial Assembly, 

-in January, 1855, reported upon these claims, and that the committee, in report- 
ing thereon, i in two instances at least, included an amount due for; or, as dàma- 
ges, upon the unfinished portion of contracts not executed, &c., &c. I recapitu S 
late these claims as presented— 
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Ist. Cox & Palmer, contractors for entite painting and glazing, duc ۱ i 
for work actually done, &c.,. . - -. ~ - - $1,100 00° 
For window glasi, Cutting and ‘setting, 5 - - - 192 00°. 
| B ۱ 1,292 00° 
For balance due a damages for the unfinished: portion of the con- 
tract, - - -. هھ‎ - - JEN - .300 00° 
Total — - : x ےک‎ à : - 1,592 00° 
Deduct draft number 40, paid, - 5 i: - ہس ۔‎ - 1,100 Q0 
Balance reported as due, - - le - - 492 00 
Deduct amount reported for.damages, É > s - 300 00 
Balance found due by this. office, . - - -7 > - $192 00 
2d. Wiley Chapman, contractor to furnish material, and to perform 
all the lathing and plastering for work actually done, &c., &c., - 984 57 
For estimated damage on contract, - E = E - 1,000 00: 
Also for additional profit, ` - - - - - - 250 00 
. Total, - JANE - | - - - $2,234 57 
Deduct draft number 39, paid, - ^  - - - - - 864 57 
Balance reported as due, - - - - ہے‎ - $1,370 00. 
Deduct amount reported for damages, and additional profit, - 1350 00- 
Balance found due by this office, ` - - - 2. > - $120 00: 


3d. Charles Bennet, contractor for the construction of foundation x s 
walls, pertico, &c., (killed in battle Dec. ii 1856, and Mrs. Mary y 
Bennet, executrix, as stated.). 


Balance due on contrect.for work actually dono, — - à ^ 495 00: 
* Allowance for balance" due on portico foundation, - x : 500 00: 
Total due Mr. Bennet,'as reported, - - - - . $625 00- 


and if: the item of $500 00 included is not on account of damages, the whole 
amount i is due. 


. 4th and 5th. Claims of Messrs. E. M. یھ‎ and A. W. Ferguson, Into com- 


missioners forservice on’ different days from Dec. 13th, 1854, to Ty 96, 3 


1855, viz : 

A. W. Ferguson, 5 days’ service as commissioner—5 days at $5, - 25 00 

E. M. Barnum, 17 days’ service as commissioner and president, at $5, — ^ 85 00: 
The allowance reported for damages, as aforesaid, is based upon the fact that 


the Legislature at the session of 1854-'55, removed by enactment, the séat of 
Government from Corvallis, and that the work was suspended. Afterwards, to- 


. wit, at the session of 1855—56, the Seat df Government was relocated at Salem, ’ 


and the Halls occupied by the Assembly for two or three days; but, that on the 


30th December they were burned, before the contractor had time or opportunity- 
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to complete the contraets. 'Thero 1s no need of reference to tho previous cortes 
pondence, respecting the removel of the Seat of Government, and the views that 
were entertained by the Department, as communicated to yourself, and to Mr. 
Secretary Harding; but in connection with the subject matter under considera- 
tion, I deemed it to be proper thàt I Should: resort to the CENE had, with the 
view to & perfect understanding. 

Itis now my duty to inform you, however hicabi I may be to do so, that the 
Department has no discretion in the matter of allowing damages, without special 
authority conferred by Congress. This is the practice that has been observed 


from the commencement, and, therefore, Iam obliged to instruct you not to pay . 


any amount or balance that will inelude damages or additional profits. I think 
the claims of Messrs. Barnum and Ferguson should bo paid, as the .servieo was 
rendered before the Seat of Govérnment was removed to Corvallis—and ‘this, 
allow me to remark, is the whole gist of the matter—namely, that work that was 
actually put into the building, is payable, and none other, with the present au- 
thority. The Legislature, ; in its discretion, has the power to relieve, out of the 
Territorial Treasury, or the respective amounts lowed, can be presented E 
the action of Congress. 

Be pleased to make up separate vouchers in each’ case, as reported herein, ı re- 
ferring to this letter by its date. The accounts you should render without delay, 
that you may be instructed how to proceed in reference to the balance that may 
be found due the United States, - - Tx zx 3 

Most sincerely, yours, act’ o 
ELISHA WHITTLESEY, 
Comptroller. 


Report o on Capitol Fund. 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
۱ Salem, Dec. 10th, 1856. $ 
To the Council and House ef Representatives of Oregon Territory: ` 
In accordance with the third section of the law providing for the erection of 


the Public Buildings, I have the honor to submit the subjoined report of the dis- 


bursemepis and condition of the fund 02 by Congress for such pur- 
poses. 


Balance unexpended, as reported on January 15th, 1806, - - “94,741 16 
Dato of Draft. In whose favor. | | Amount: 

Dec. 30th, 1854, Alvis Kimsey, - - i - - - - $5000 

“ 4th, 1856, E.M. Barnum, - - - a و‎ o. ات‎ £8 00 

“ 8th, *. _ A.W. Ferguson, - - - - - - - .. 85 00 

Balance in my hands, - - - - - - 4,081 76 

5 "M l $4741 16 

pectfully submitted, ~ ` 
> dnd GEO. L. CURRY: 
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of War: in Ration to Gen: Wool. —‏ سیت 
E : l s WASHINGTON, August 14, 1950..‏ " 

Hon. JEFFERSON DAVIS, ےےٴ ی ء‎ | 

p: ۱ Secretary of Wars . CE ۱ : 

RIR: Since my arrival at Washington, my attention has ‘een drawn:to certain 

1 (6۱9۲۵ from. Gen. John E. Wool, addressed to tho Department of War, and the 
1 ۱ à ,  ,mewspaper press of the day, in reference to the Indian war in the Territories of 
2 ‘Oregon and Washington. ۲ i ` | 
1 a I have no controversy. with Gen. Wool, zu I most cheerfully confide in the 
| government to determine whether there-is not just cause of JODIE ES against this 
distinguished officer. i 

. If his official action as chief in — of the Department of the Pacific, 
“requires him to resort to such means to justify himself, as exhibited in his vin- 
dictive efforts to manufacture public opinion, and to prejudice the Government 
t against the people of those Territories, then I have to say that it may well be 
questioned whether that conduct can stand the test of honest and faithful i inves- 
tigation. 

I desire'to have it understood, that I am ready at any moment to be held to the 
‘sttictest accountability for all my undertakings, in defénding:the people:of ‘Ore- 
‘gon from Indian aggression. I have the honor to call your attention to the en- 
closures, herewith, with the request that dy may i properly filed for futuro 
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J am, respecfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
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` GEO. L. CURRY, 
Governor of Oregon. 
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(Signed) 
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7 WASHINGTON, August 23d, 1856. 


Hon. JEFFERSON DAVIS, i ۱ 

Secretary of War: l 
۱ Inasmuch as the policy pursued by the Government, in Indian affairs i in Oregon 
| has concentrated i in the midst of the settlements in that Territory a large number 
I —several thousands—of Indians, who have been engaged, more or less, in hostil- 
۱ . ities against the settlers of the Territory, feel it to be my duty, before leaving 
^ i this city, to request that a strong force of U.S. troops may be constantly main- 
m ! tained in the vicinity of the reservation whereupon those Indians have been lo- 
1 cated, for the purpose of guarding and protecting the country against any sudden 
te .ontbreak. In general terms, I have to remark that experience has shown that 
the Indians of our Territory ave faithless and treacherous, and, in my judgment, 
would only seek a favorable opportunity for successful massacre and depredation. 

3 . Xam very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| ` 1 ` GEO. L. CURRY, UX 
| E i b ues 1 Governor of Oregon. 
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"WAR, DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, Bept. 11, 1856. 1 


Ha 0ء01‎ dió: L. Curry, 
i Governor of Oregon : 

SIR,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the e234 ul- 
timo, requesting that a strong force of U. S. troops may be constantly stationed 
in-the vicinity of the réservation whereon the Indians in Oregon have been loca- 
ted, for the ‘purpose of guarding and protecting the ‘country m EI sudden 
outbreak.. 

In reply, I transmit you herewith a copy of a-report from Lieut. Rob't c. Bu. 
chanan, showing the disposition made of the troops for the protection of the res- 
ervation referred to by you, and to state that the troops thus posted are consid- 
ered sufficient for the object contemplated. 
Very. respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
Secretary of War. 


Extract of a letter of Col. Buchanan to the Adjutant General, dated Washing- 
ton, September Ist, 1856 : 

“In compliance with your request, I submit the following SE of the 
measures taken to secure the safe keeping of the Indians recently removed by me 
from gouthern Oregon to the “ Coast Reservation." The reservation is 125 miles 
long and about 25 miles wide—bounded on the west by the Pacific ocean, and on 
the east and north by the coast range of mountains which are said to touch the 
coast at its northern extremity. From the existing settlements to the reservation 
there are as yet known but three passes over the mountains—one towards the 
north-eastern extremity, near the town of Dayton—another towards the middle, 
‘near the town of Corvallis, called Marysville on the maps—and the third at the 

` southern extremity, immediately along the sea coast. At these three points I 
have ordered new posts to be established and garrisoned as follows: At the first, 
two companies, Capt. A. J. Smith's Ist Dragoons, and Capt. D. Floyd Jones’ 4th 
Infantry. This post will be supplied from Fort Vancouver by means of steam- 
boats to Dayton, from whence it is distant 25 miles, At the second, one com- 
pany, Capt. Augur, 4th Infantry. This will also be supplied from Vancouver by 


way of Corvallis, distant about 25 miles, to which point steamboats are running. ` 


regularly. At the third, one company, Capt. and Brevet Major J. F. Reynolds’ 
3d Artillery. which will be supplied from San Francisco by way of the mouth of 
Umpqua, from which it is distant 20 miles. Since the elose of my campaign, 
there have been removed to the reservation about 9,200 Indians, of which num- 
ber 1,225 were those who had been in arms and fighting against us. The com- 
manding officers of posts have positive orders not to allow any whites to visit the 
reservation unless they be actually i in' the employment of. the Superintendent of 


Indian Affairs, and this officer is required to furnish them. with alist of hisem- . 


ployees. These arrangements, if not interfered with, will, in my opinion, ensure 
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the tranquility of that section of the Territory. Tho reservation abounds in game 
. 0f various kinds, is well watered by several streams emptying into the ocean, 
which afford a bountiful supply of salmon and other fish—contains sufficient ara- 
ble land for raising grain and vegetables—is heavily timbered’ and rich in nuts, 
.:roots and other articles of food such as these Indians have always been accustomed 
to, and has not yet been considered as worth occupying by the whites. It isto he 
hoped that no efforts to break up this reservation and remove the Indians. will be 
sanctioned by the Department, for it will be impossible to find a more eligible 
وت‎ for it." TX 
I am, indo Ado your obedient servant, 
MO ROB'T C. BUCHANAN, . 
; E Ed Lt. Col. -Major 4th Infantry. 
To CoL. 8. Coorm, Adjt 6 Gen. U.S. A., 
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